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Abstract

The concept of good governance has gained momentum in recent times as an essential pre-
requisite for realizing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since it enables the
execution of development policies through transparent, accountable, participatory, and
effective institutional mechanisms. In the case of India, although there exists a well-
developed constitutional and legal framework for promoting sustainable development, several
institutional and governance-related issues keep posing barriers to the effective realization of
the SDGs. This paper seeks to explore the connection between good governance and
sustainable development through the analysis of the legal and institutional frameworks which
facilitate the realization of SDGs in India. The research employs a doctrinal/analytical
approach which involves the analysis of constitutional provisions, statutes, government
policies, institutional frameworks and relevant literature. It focuses on exploring the key
elements of good governance and their impact on the development of public administration,
environmental governance, transparency, accountability and citizen participation. This paper
seeks to examine the contributions of good governance to particular Sustainable
Development Goals including SDG 6 (Clean water and Sanitation), SDG 13 (Climate action),
and SDG 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions). The research highlights that despite
India's efforts in the form of governance reforms with regard to digital governance, legal
framework, and policies, there are a number of problems, including ineffective
administration, poor coordination, lack of public participation, and lack of implementation
that have hampered the process of sustainable development. It can be concluded that
institutional capacity building, transparency, cooperation in governance, and proper
implementation of legal frameworks are vital in order for India to move ahead and attain the
SDGs.
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1. Introduction

The criteria for measuring development have changed over time from being concerned with
economic growth alone to also being concerned with its potential to bring about social equity,
environmental sustainability, and institutional efficiency. The criterion used earlier to
measure development included economic growth, expansion of industries, and increase in
productivity. Over time, it was discovered that there were several negative outcomes
associated with rapid economic development without due consideration being paid to
environment, social justice, and institution. As a result, the notion of sustainable development
came into being as an effort at balancing economic development with social well-being and
environmental protection. Sustainable development is no longer seen simply as a policy goal
but also as a strategy that requires good governance and institutions.

1.1 Concept of Good Governance

Good governance is defined as the system through which the institutions handle their
resources, create policies and offer services in order to ensure the welfare of its citizen and
accountability of the system. It includes such principles as transparency, participation,
responsiveness, effectiveness, efficiency and adherence to the rule of law. Good governance
goes beyond governmental actions and involves institutions, civil society, business entities,
and the citizens in decision-making processes. The concept has been developed by various
international organizations such as the United Nations and the World Bank as an integral part
of sustainable development, which cannot be achieved without good governance systems.
Governance in democratic countries serves as the basis for the trust of the citizens to the
institutions and public policies. For India, governance becomes increasingly important
because of the difficulties of developmental issues that the country has to face. For example,
problems related to poverty, environment pollution, corruption, administrative inefficiency,
and inequality in the access to public services cannot be solved without good governance
systems.

1.2 Evolution of Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals

Sustainable development has evolved due to increasing worldwide worries about
environmental degradation and natural resources being used to excess. Throughout the
twentieth century, industrialization and development were two factors responsible for
environmental problems such as pollution, exhaustion of natural resources and imbalances in
ecosystems. These issues brought about many international conferences where development
and environmental issues had to be reconciled. One such important step in the evolution of
sustainable development is the Brundtland Report published in 1987. According to the report,
sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the current generation
without compromising the ability of future generations to satisty their needs. Consequently,
there have been numerous conferences and accords emphasizing the importance of
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sustainable development as an international target. One such attempt at a worldwide plan is
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set in 2000. Even though MDGs managed to
produce some results in the fields of poverty eradication, education improvement, health care
development, and environment sustainability, these goals have been criticized due to their
narrow-minded and insufficiently focused approach to the problem.

In response to this critique, in 2015 the United Nations formulated new goals called the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which were included in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. The new goals cover economic, social, environmental, and
governance issues that need to be addressed through seventeen interconnected goals. In
contrast to the previous experience, the SDGs follow a more universal approach which
requires involvement of all governmental bodies, institutions, private companies, and civil
societies in the process. These targets cannot be reached without proper governance
structures in place.

1.3 Good Governance and the Achievement of SDGs

It is important to note that the link between good governance and sustainable development is
not only direct but also indivisible. The way governance systems work is what determines
how efficiently the resources are used and how well the policies and developmental programs
are executed. Poor governance can cause such problems as corruption, bad execution of the
policy, ineffective administration, and lack of participation by citizens, thus impeding
sustainable development. Some of the Sustainable Development Goals have identified the
importance of good governance as their core theme. There is Goal 16 that deals with issues of
peace and justice, and many other goals that deal with poverty reduction, education, health
care, climate change and environment need proper governance to achieve their aims
successfully.

In India, issues related to governance still affect its process of development. Even with the
remarkable development seen in the country concerning economic development and social
welfare programs, some issues such as administration, transparency, environmental
governance, and policy implementation are still of great concern. This means that there is a
need to investigate the link between governance and sustainable development in India.

1.4 Research Objectives

In this research work, an attempt will be made to attain the following objectives:

e An assessment of the concept of good governance as related to sustainable
development.

e An examination of the legal and institutional structure underpinning good governance
in India.

e Identifying the key legal and institutional obstacles in the realization of Sustainable
Development Goals.

e Evaluating the function of governance processes in fostering sustainable development.
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e Proposing ways to improve governance processes for the better attainment of SDGs in
India.

1.5 Scope of the Study

The research mainly revolves around the connection between good governance and the
attainment of Sustainable Development Goals in India. In other words, the research
investigates such aspects of constitutional law, legal framework, governance system, and
administrative processes that help in ensuring sustainability. Special emphasis is placed on
those legal and institutional constraints that hinder effective implementation of policies and
governance. The scope of the research is restricted to some specific governance-related
aspects of SDGs rather than its empirical assessment as a whole.

2. Literature Review

Several studies have focused on how governance affects sustainable development at various
times. The literature and policies always stress that sustainable development is not attained by
economic growth or environmental protection alone. Instead, good governance and effective
policies are needed for achieving sustainable development. Literature increasingly focuses on
governance as a key determinant of sustainable development. (Sachs, 2015; United Nations,
2015).

2.1 Good Governance: Academic Perspectives

A number of scholars have written about the topic of good governance. Governance is
normally defined as the decision-making process and implementation, whereas good
governance involves transparency, responsiveness, efficiency, inclusiveness, and respect for
the rule of law (Lemos & Agrawal, 2006). Another point from the literature is that
governance 1s an important factor in development due to its potential to enhance efficiency of
institutions and create trust. Good governance enables appropriate use of public funds as well
as accountability of government actions. On the other hand, governance that fails tends to
cause corruption and bad policies. (Young, 2002).

According to other studies, governance is not limited to government organizations alone.
Civil society organizations, private organizations, regulators, and even citizens participate in
governance activities. Thus, for sustainable development, there needs to be coordination
among various stakeholders. (Lemos & Agrawal, 2006).

2.2 Sustainable Development Goals and Governance

Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals has been subject to wide debate
within academia about its implementation process. Academic research recognizes the SDGs
as a holistic approach that links together economic, social, and environmental aspects of
development. Implementation of the SDGs is greatly influenced by governance and
institutional capabilities. (United Nations, 2015; Sachs, 2015).
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Moreover, academic literature shows that governance acts as an enabler of sustainable
development. Policy coherence, administrative effectiveness, accountability, and public
participation are seen as necessary factors in meeting the goals of sustainable development.
Many authors maintain that poor governance explains the failure of development programs
where appropriate policy measures and enough funding have been put in place. (Sachs,
2015). Also, international organizations have consistently stressed the importance of
improving governance in accelerating sustainable development. (United Nations, 2015).

2.3 Existing Research on India

Studies on India point out both progress and ongoing challenges in the areas of governance
and sustainable development. Current literature shows that some legislative measures have
been undertaken to foster transparency, accountability, and participation of citizens in
governance. Policies such as right to information policies, anti-corruption policies, e-
governance policies, and environmental policies have been instrumental in bringing
improvements in governance. (Divan & Rosencranz, 2001; Bhuwania, 2017).

However, many researchers still find several problems related to implementation. Poor
administrative practices, weaknesses in regulations, corruption, problems in coordination
among institutions, and the gap between formulation and implementation of policies have
been affecting development efforts. While India's legal and policy framework is quite
comprehensive, its efficacy largely relies on institutional capability and enforcement.
(Bhuwania, 2017). It is also indicated by research that there will be a need to face governance
problems especially in areas where there is concern for environmental conservation,
management of natural resources, and provision of public services. This shows that
governance institutions need to be strengthened for sustainable development. (Divan &
Rosencranz, 2001).

2.4 Research Gap

Although there is no shortage of studies on the subject of good governance as well as
sustainable development on its own, there are very few studies that look at the legal and
institutional constraints associated with implementing the Sustainable Development Goals in
India. All current studies are inclined towards either good governance or some particular
SDG without making an association between the two.This paper aims to fill the gap by
investigating the role of institutions and governance issues in achieving SDGs in India.

3. Research Methodology

The methodology of research refers to the way in which the research will be carried out.
Considering that this research involves a study of governance, laws, institutions, and the
problems that have been identified in the realization of Sustainable Development Goals in
India, the method used in this research paper is the doctrinal and analytical method. This
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method is appropriate for the research since it involves analysis of literature on governance
and sustainable development.

3.1 Nature of Research

The current research work is qualitative in character and it is based on doctrinal legal
research. It aims at examining the link between good governance and sustainable
development through an analysis of the existing laws, governance system, and institutions
that exist in India. Field surveys or any other form of empirical data has not been used in this
research rather it has focused on analyzing the available legal/policy material.

3.2 Sources of Data

Both primary and secondary sources have been used in the research.Primary Sources include
constitutional provisions, statutes, policies, government institutions' reports, and other official
publication on matters of governance and sustainable development. Special emphasis has
been laid on the constitutional principles regarding transparency, accountability, rule of law,
and welfare of citizens. Secondary Sources have consisted of books, research papers,
journals, reports of international bodies, and literature on governance reformations and
Sustainable Development Goals.

3.3 Method Adopted

An analytical approach has been used in this research to test the effectiveness of legal and
institutional tools in ensuring sustainable development. Legal and institutional frameworks
relating to governance have been reviewed with a view to determining how they contribute to
accountability, transparency, citizens' participation, and implementation of policies. The
study has also assessed how governance-related challenges such as corruption, inefficiencies
in the administration, lack of coordination, and implementation gaps influence the realization
of Sustainable Development Goals. With the linking of governance concepts to development
goals, the study aims at establishing how institutional changes can contribute to sustainable
development.

3.4 Limitations of the Study

The research is limited to doctrinal and analytical analysis of legal and institutional aspects of
governance in India. The study does not include statistical analysis of individual Sustainable
Development Goals and comparison of states on these goals. Additionally, the study is based
on specific governance-related aspects of sustainable development without taking into
consideration all the SDGs.

4. Legal and Institutional Framework for Good Governance in India

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is largely dependent on the presence
of effective governance institutions. Effective governance systems are those which ensure
that development policies are made, implemented, and monitored in an effective and efficient
way. In India, the concept of good governance has developed over time through constitutions,
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laws, and institutions. These constitutional, legal, and institutional systems collectively form
the governance system that is required for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

4.1 Constitutional Foundations of Good Governance

Constitution of India acts as the basis for governance of the country. Though the concept of
good governance does not find explicit mention in the Indian Constitution, the idea finds
expression in various provisions of the Constitution. Preamble contains the principles of
justice, equality, liberty and fraternity, all of which lead to democratic governance. Individual
freedom and liberties are protected through the provisions of Fundamental Rights, and the
authority of the government is restrained under the Constitution. Likewise, the Directive
Principles of State Policy help the government to work towards ensuring social well-being,
minimizing inequalities, safeguarding environment and raising the quality of life.

Rule of law as embodied in the Indian Constitution imposes upon the authorities an
obligation to act in accordance with the laws. Judicial review helps in the fulfillment of this
obligation through judicial examination of governmental actions.

4.2 Statutory Framework Supporting Good Governance

Various pieces of legislation have been enacted over time for enhancing governance and
public accountability. The Right to Information Act can be considered one of the most
important pieces of legislation for governance that allows citizens to access information from
the public authorities. By enhancing transparency and providing public access to information,
this act fosters active citizen participation in governance processes. Institutional integrity is
further strengthened by enacting various anti-corruption measures and institutions like Lokpal
and Lokayukta which help foster good governance practices and increase public confidence
in governmental institutions.

Apart from the above laws specifically designed for governance, there are certain laws
dealing with environment, rural development, education, health care, and social security
sectors that promote sustainable development. Such laws help achieve Sustainable
Development Goals.

4.3 Institutional Mechanisms for Governance and Sustainable Development

Although an effective legal framework is important, it requires functional institutions for its
implementation. Various institutions have been created in India to make governance
accountable, transparent, and effective. These institutions act as watchdogs for public
administration and governance goals. Parliament is one of the major democratic institutions
in India that acts as a watchdog over the actions of the executive. The functions of
parliamentary oversight help in enhancing transparency and democracy.

The independence of the judiciary is the means to ensure the values of the constitution and
maintain the rule of law in governance. The involvement of the judiciary in governance also
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ensures accountability of government actions without compromising on public interest.
Institution of the Comptroller and Auditor General makes governance more accountable
through financial audit of public spending. There are other institutions that are related to
prevention of corruption and corruption vigilance. The creation of NITI Aayog has helped
enhance the strength of Indian institutions by making governance more scientific,
collaborative, and developmental.

4.4 Governance Reforms and Sustainable Development Goals

Increased significance attached to the SDGs has resulted in reforms in the area of
governance, in more than one sector. Contemporary governance is not only about policy-
making but also about transparency, accountability, citizen participation, and efficient service
delivery. Some of the reforms that have been witnessed recently are in the area of digital
governance in which public services have been made available on the Internet, and there are
e-governance portals and even digitized administrative records. Such initiatives have
increased accessibility and increased transparency in service delivery. In addition,
participatory governance has increased significance because it encourages the participation of
citizens and civil societies in the decision-making process. Despite the reforms that have
taken place, the area of governance continues to be faced with issues like capacity,
coordination between agencies, and implementation. However, despite such issues, the legal
and institutional structure that exists in India makes it possible to advance sustainable
development and achieve the objectives of the SDGs.

5. Legal and Institutional Challenges in Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals in India

Although India has developed an extensive legal and institutional framework to support the
Sustainable Development Goals, several governance-related challenges continue to hinder
effective implementation. The gap between policy formulation and implementation remains
one of the major obstacles to sustainable development. Administrative inefficiencies, weak
institutional coordination, regulatory overlap, inadequate enforcement of laws, and limited
public participation often reduce the effectiveness of governance systems. Examining these
challenges is essential for identifying reforms that can strengthen governance and accelerate
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

5.1 Corruption and Accountability Deficits

One of the issues that arise out of good governance is corruption. Malappropriation of public
resources, lack of transparency in the decision-making process, and administrative corruption
can sometimes adversely affect the effectiveness of development programs. Not only are
there issues of malappropriation but these activities undermine the faith of people in the
systems of governance. During the implementation of social security programs,
infrastructural development programs, and environmental policies, there is a need for
coordination between various agencies. In the absence of any accountability measure, there
can be cases of abuse of power, which threaten the success of a number of SDGs including
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those related to poverty alleviation, healthcare, education, and environmental protection.
India has taken some measures to ensure that there is no corruption and there is transparency
in processes, but it still faces some challenges in this regard.

5.2 Administrative Inefficiency

Administrative efficiency forms an integral part of effective governance. But bureaucratic
lags, complicated procedures, and limited resources are still common problems in
implementing policies in various fields. The implementation of development programs has
been lagging behind due to overlapping functions within different government departments.
Sometimes, policies have been well formulated, but do not result in desired effects because of
lack of adequate implementation methods. Lack of administrative efficiency, inadequacy of
personnel, and lack of monitoring facilities make the situation worse. All these factors hinder
the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals. Lagging implementation of projects can
prevent people from using various public services, protect the environment, and utilize social
service programs. That is why administrative efficiency becomes an important condition for
sustainable development.

5.3 Policy Implementation Gaps

India has an adequate legal and policy regime covering different developmental issues.
Nevertheless, having legal and policy frameworks does not necessarily ensure effective
implementation. One of the obstacles is disconnect between policy-making and
implementation. In many cases, developmental goals set by policy-makers are hampered by
poor planning, financial shortages, lack of coordination, or lack of proper monitoring tools at
the stage of implementation. Environmental policies serve as a good illustration of the
problem. Even though there are many environmental laws, their implementation may differ
from one region to another or even from one economic sector to another. The same situation
occurs in such areas as healthcare, education, sanitation, and urban development. Thus,
effective implementation of Sustainable Development Goals is determined not only by the
content of policy-making but also by the capability of institutions to implement the policy.

5.4 Federal and Coordination Challenges

There are certain advantages and drawbacks of India's federal structure in relation to
sustainable development. On the one hand, decentralization helps to cope better with regional
problems. On the other hand, the gap between different levels of administration and resource
availability could lead to an unequal development. The successful implementation of SDGs
involves interaction between the Union Government, State Governments, local governments,
and other regulating bodies. Sometimes there could be difficulties connected with the
coordination of efforts of those stakeholders involved in the process. Moreover, some
sustainable development-related issues such as the protection of the environment, water
supply, health care, and climate change adaptation could not be solved without the
involvement of different jurisdictions. That is why weak mechanisms of cooperation
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negatively affect the efficiency of developmental efforts.Thus, the improvement of
cooperative governance is crucial for reaching SDGs.

5.5 Environmental and Social Governance Challenges

Environmental sustainability represents a major aspect of SDG governance. However, the
challenges in terms of governance in the context of sustainability include the fast pace of
urbanization and industrial development, population growth, and increased pressures on the
natural resources. The aspects of environmental degradation, pollution, deforestation, and
resource depletion mean that certain regulations must be set up so that the balance between
economic development and ecological preservation can be established. In fact, this may be
challenging since there can be a conflict between the developmental needs and environmental
sustainability issues. In addition to that, social governance is faced by challenges, including
the problem of inequality and unequal distribution of public services, gender gap and regional
imbalances, etc. Vulnerable population groups encounter problems in obtaining access to
healthcare, education, sanitation and work.

6. Analysis: Role of Good Governance in Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals

Good governance acts as a pillar for attaining the Sustainable Development Goals through
effective implementation of policies and utilization of public resources in an efficient
manner. In India, successful attainment of the goals of sustainable development is dependent
on not only the presence of legal and policy framework, but also the ability of the institution
to put these promises into practice. This part will look at how good governance helps achieve
certain Sustainable Development Goals.

6.1 SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

The availability of clean water and good sanitation facilities is one of the primary
development goals. Good governance is important in making policies regarding the
management of water, regulation of pollution, maintenance of facilities, and resource
allocation. India has achieved much in the area of improving the coverage of sanitation
facilities and providing drinking water. But challenges like water pollution, shortage of
ground water, and management of the sanitation facilities are some of the challenges that are
prevalent in India even today. It may be due to inadequate governance of these aspects. Good
governance is useful in helping achieve SDG 6.

In this way, good governance aids in the achievement of SDG 6 through the management of
water resources, effective governance, and implementation of water and sanitation programs.
It plays an important role through transparent decision-making and service delivery.

6.2 SDG 13: Climate Action
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Governance becomes important in responding to climate change adaptation and mitigation. It
becomes an integral component for environmental governance, disaster management,
renewable energy policy and sustainable development. India has launched some programs
and projects with regard to addressing climate change while promoting economic
development. However, effective climate governance needs consistent monitoring and
cooperation from the different levels of government.

6.3 SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

Of all the Sustainable Development Goals, SDG 16 is that which embodies the elements of
good governance. It entails building up institutions, improving accountability, increasing
access to justice, and decreasing corruption. The good institutions provide the foundation on
which the achievement of other goals is made possible. Without good institutional
frameworks, even the most well-designed policies will fail to achieve the intended result.
Good institutions increase the level of confidence of individuals and also make their
participation meaningful in governance.

In the Indian context, institutional development in areas such as digital governance, judiciary
accountability, transparency, and anti-corruption initiatives has increased the efficiency of
institutions. However, constant reforms in administration and proper implementation are still
needed.

6.4 Governance as a Cross-Cutting Requirement for All SDGs

Good governance goes beyond SDG 16 and helps in achieving all the other Sustainable
Development Goals. Whatever goal one aims at whether reduction of poverty, provision of
quality education, protection of environment, improvement of public health or economic
development, good governance offers the framework that ensures proper planning,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation. Efficient governance allows for better
coordination between institutions, proper resource allocation, increased participation of
people and improved delivery of public services. Poor governance causes implementation
gap, improper use of resources and lack of trust from people towards institutions. Therefore,
governance should not be considered as a stand-alone development goal but rather an
enabling framework which makes the implementation and realization of all Sustainable
Development Goals possible. From the analysis provided above, it is clear that good
governance does not only apply to a particular Sustainable Development Goal, but acts as the
institutional framework of all SDGs. Good governance helps in improving policy
implementation, enhancing accountability, promoting transparency and coordination between
institutions. Therefore, governance should be considered as an enabling mechanism in the
success of sustainable development programs in India.

7. Major Findings, Recommendations and Future Prospects

From the review of the legal, institutional and governance structures, it is clear that good
governance forms an integral part of the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals in
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India. While there exists a well-developed framework for sustainable development in India,
its implementation still relies on efficient institutions, transparency, accountability, and
public involvement. The findings, recommendations and future directions from the discussion
in the above chapters are outlined below. Based on the foregoing analysis, the study identifies
several important findings and offers recommendations to strengthen governance
mechanisms for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in India.

7.1 Major Findings

It has been found out that effective governance is necessary for achieving Sustainable
Development Goals in India. It is not only about the formulation of the policies; it is
important for implementing them. The analysis shows that in order to achieve sustainable
development, India has a number of legal and institutional mechanisms, such as constitutional
mechanisms, environmental law, anti-corruption mechanisms, digital governance, and
decentralized governance, which can contribute to sustainable development. Nevertheless, the
analysis has revealed some problems that prevent India from the efficient implementation of
the process. The ineffective administrative processes, overlapping regulations, decision-
making delays, lack of enforcement of laws, corruption, coordination problems, and low
involvement of the civil society in the process are among them.

The study also reveals that sustainable development cannot be attained by means of the
economic growth. Environment, social issues, justice, and governance should be integrated
into the process of governance in order to achieve the SDGs. Another key finding is the fact
that technological developments have enhanced service delivery and transparency due to the
emergence of digital governance. Nevertheless, digital transformation should be accompanied
by capacity building, accessibility, and respect for citizens’ rights.

7.2 Recommendations
The following measures can be taken to facilitate the attainment of the SDGs in India:

e Improving the coordination among the departments and regulatory authorities
implementing the SDGs.

e Having better mechanisms of monitoring and evaluation to measure the level of
progress made and hold people accountable.

e Simplifying transparency in the public service through digital governance and
provision of information to the public.

e Facilitating active participation of the public in the policy-making process.

e Building the capacity of institutions by providing training, technology and
administrative reforms.

e Ensuring strict adherence to environmental, social and developmental laws.

e Adopting cooperative federalism to improve cooperation among the Central, State and
local governments.

e Integrating the SDGs targets into governance and budgeting process.
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7.3 Future Prospects

The success of India in realizing the Sustainable Development Goals would primarily depend
upon the continuous improvement of governance and institutional capacity within the
country. The newly arising issues of climate change, urbanization, technological revolution,
and resource shortage need adaptable, open, and accountable governance frameworks.
Through encouraging evidence-based policy making, innovation in technology, institutional
collaboration, and active participation of the citizens, India could improve the process of
SDG realization.

8. Conclusion

The concept of sustainable development has become one of the main objectives in modern
times for any governance. The Sustainable Development Goals are an all-embracing guide to
tackle issues related to economics, society, and environment in a holistic manner. To achieve
these goals, apart from having good policies, there is need for the creation of good
institutions that can ensure transparency, accountability, participation, and rule of law. This
research has assessed the connection between good governance and achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals in India through the analysis of the legal and institutional mechanisms
for sustainable development. It has been found out that India has an extensive legal
mechanism and an emerging institutional infrastructure for sustainable development.

However, despite such advancements, certain barriers still hinder implementation. Inefficient
administration, weak law-enforcement mechanisms, fragmentation of the institutions,
corruption, and insufficient public participation are some of the main barriers. These
problems must be solved in order to implement policy commitments and to ensure the desired
development outcomes. From the study, it is evident that good governance is not only
supportive in the achievement of sustainable development but rather it is one of the key
requirements for sustainable development. Good institutions, efficient legal framework, good
decision-making procedures, and participation of citizens are crucial for the attainment of the
SDGs. Through the improvement of governance system and the implementation of the legal
and policy frameworks, India would make significant strides in achieving sustainable
development. India’s case study reveals that sustainable development cannot be achieved
based on policies alone. The importance of good governance reinforced with well-established
legal institutions, transparency, participation, and implementation still forms the foundation
of sustainable development. Governance reforms and institutional coordination are crucial in
ensuring rapid progress towards the SDGs in India.
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